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Critical Thinking Worksheet
“Liberty of Conscience”
1. What issue(s) are being discussed by Williams?
2. What are the key ideas and concepts in his letter?
3. What is Williams argument or what position or positions does he take?
4. What issue(s) are addressed in Amendment I?
5. What does the First Amendment say about religion in the new country, and Why might the Founding Fathers have considered it important to include this?
6. What seems to be the position of the Founding Fathers?
7. What do you know about the time, place, or circumstances that might influence what Williams put in the letter?  
8. What might have influenced the Founding Fathers to include a statement on religion in the Bill of Rights?
9. What metaphor is used by Williams to explain his position?   
10. What is Williams trying to say?
11. What is the amendment trying to say?
12. What do you think was meant by the words the Founding Fathers chose?
13. Do you agree or disagree with Williams?  
14. How do you interpret the amendment?
15. What do you think about this topic today?
16. What is your position on this topic?  Be specific.
17. Why do you take the position you do?  Make your case. Explain.
18. What do YOU think liberty of conscience or religious liberty or separation of church and state means—or should mean—today.  Why do you think that?


